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1 Public Hearing 

A public hearing was held in a school at Challang Pothar on 19th September, 2014 as part of 
the EIA study to understand the queries, grievances and expectations of local people due to 
the existing and proposed project activities (Figure 1.1). The people were made aware of the 
meeting through publication in two leading newspapers in English (The Assam Tribune) and 
Assamese (Dainik Jagran) on 20th August, 2014. 

 
FIGURE 1-1: A SYNOPSIS OF PUBLIC HEARING HELD IN CHALLANG POTHAR 

A Public Hearing was conducted in the LP School of Challlang Pothar on 20th September, 
2014 as part of an EIA study for Exploratory/ development wells, GGS and Pipeline in 
Kasomarigaon Block to understand the queries, grievances and expectations of local people 
due to the existing and proposed Project activities. The people were notified of the meeting 
through a notice in two leading newspaper in English (Assam Tribune) and in Assamese 
(Dainik Janmabhoomi) on 20th August, 2014 (Annexure 1.1). The proposed activities qualify 
the Project under Category A and hence, the process of Public Hearing forms a pre-requisite 
for obtaining Environmental Clearance under EIA Notification, 2006. 

The local people were concerned due to the activities of the ONGC. The key issues have been 
summarized below: 

1. Road infrastructure 

2. Plying of heavy vehicles 

3. Mitigation measures for environmental pollution 

4. Land acquisition and compensation 

5. Accidents in the pipelines 

6. Job opportunities 
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7. Funds for development of schools, church, namghor, etc 

8. Channeling of waste gas that is burnt by ONGC to local people for use as fuel 

 It is to be noted that ONGC has already mobilized efforts to release funds to improve the 
infrastructure of schools of the area. Further, ONGC has commented that they will try and 
make provision for the other expectations. To conclude, it could be said that stakeholders had 
no objection to the project activities (Annexure 1.2). The concise report of the Public 
Hearing is given in Table 1.1 and the Resolution and Minutes of the Minutes in detail is 
given in Annexure 1.3 and the Attendance is given in Annexure 1.4.  

TABLE 1-1: RESPONSES ADDRESSED TO THE PUBLIC CONCERNS/COMMENTS THAT AROSE 

DURING PUBLIC HEARING 

Sl. 
no. 

Public Concern/Comments 
Response addressed by the Project 

Proponent and Provided in the Report 

1.  Shri Debeshwar Karmakar, raised the issue 
of environmental pollution due to the 
activities of ONGCL and requested for some 
mitigation measures to be adopted by 
ONGCL. Further he requested for 
construction of proper roads, restriction of 
plying of vehicles, provide health facilities, 
expressed concern on the colony 
establishment as it would be lead to 
generation of waste water. 

ONGC agreed to look into the concerns raised 
by the villagers in the Public Hearing. They 
said that they will put forth the plan to 
construct roads in Kasomarigaon area in the 
next   financial budget plan of CSR activities. 
The same will be done for the other funding 
request.  
For the people seeking employment, ONGC 
requested them to apply for interview in 
ONGC recruitment drives for the educated 
and skilled people. Whereas, for the 
uneducated, unskilled workers, temporary 
jobs will be available during construction of 
facilities. 

ONGC requested the crown to not be worried 
about the pipeline as they will be 
underground, equipped with pressure sensors 
and will be under routine check for anomaly.     
Further, ONGC announced that they had 
pollution control systems like ETP, acoustic 
enclosures to control water and noise 
pollution. 
ONGC said that they will speculate about the 
use of the waste gas that is usually discarded.  

2.  Shri Anil Bera requested for jobs for himself 
and other unemployed youth, construction of 
road, funds for church, Namghor, and 
requested for the supply of the gas that is 
burnt as waste to be supplied to the houses of 
the poor to be used as fuel. 

3.  Shri Biren Ghatwal requested for funds for 
schools, proper roads 

4.  Shri Bhadreshwar Bora asked for safety 
measures installed to prevent fire in the 
pipeline 

5.  Shri Bipul Mesh requested for employment 
with ONGC, fund and to utilize the waste gas 

6.  Shri Hiranya Gogoi asked for the measures to 
protect the environment from drilling work 
and Safety measures for pipelines. Further he 
requested for funds for schools, roads, and 
health facilities.    
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Sl. 
no. 

Public Concern/Comments 
Response addressed by the Project 

Proponent and Provided in the Report 

7.  Shri Babul Saikia wanted to know the 
protection measures against pollution from 
drilling activities and requested for funds for 
the development of the area. 

8.  Shri Dayal Rangoh complained that he 
observed loss in crop due to the open burning 
of waste gas and questioned if ONGC will 
compensate for the loss? 

PCB official opined that there is no proven 
evidence to show that the burning of the waste 
gas will lead to crop loss. However, PCB will 
look into the matter of open burning.  

9.  Shri Babul Dungdung wanted to know the 
extent of land that will be required for 
construction and what will be the amount of 
compensation. What will happen if someone 
did not want to part with his land 

ONGC replied that 9haof land will be 
required for the construction of the GGS. 
Rs.70,000 per bigha as per Government Laws. 
In case anyone is unwilling, negotiation will 
be done with the person. 
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ANNEXURE 1.1:  NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING IN LEADING NEWSPAPERS IN ENGLISH AND 

ASSAMESE 

  

 

 

 

 



Annexure                                       EIA for exploratory/ development activities of hydrocarbon,  
GGS & pipeline laying at Kasomarigaon 

SENES/K-20198/ November, 2014  6                                           ONGC 

 

 
 



Annexure                                       EIA for exploratory/ development activities of hydrocarbon,  
GGS & pipeline laying at Kasomarigaon 

SENES/K-20198/ November, 2014  7                                           ONGC 

ANNEXURE 1.2:  NOTICE OF RESOLUTION OF PUBLIC HEARING  
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ANNEXURE 1.3:  MINURES OF MEETING OF PUBLIC HEARING  
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ANNEXURE 1.4:  ATTENDANCE AT MEETING OF PUBLIC HEARING 
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